
2014Annual Report

2

3
4-5
6-7

8-9

10
11
12

13

14-15
16



from the  Executive Director

Pauline Martinson, 
Executive Director

 

2

3
4-5
6-7

8-9

10
11
12

13

14-15
16

Contents

2

Letter from the 
 Executive Director 
2014 Accomplishments
Our Reach
Inspiring Zero Waste

Celebrating 60 Years;
 Raking in the Honors
Corporate Clean-Building
Bagging Plastic Bags
2014 Financial Overview

Clean Committee;
 Merchandise
Donors & Supporters
Board of Directors;
 Sta�

In 2014, we celebrated 60 years of conserving and enhancing 
San Diego’s environment, while laying new groundwork for 
our organization’s future.

Last year, one of my favorite moments was receiving a touching 
letter from Bill Trask. In the early 1980’s he worked at ILACSD and 
he remembered fondly how he would dress up as “Mr. Clean,” and
travel around the Country spreading pollution prevention 
messages by placing our blue & orange decal in business 
windows.  The dedication of employees like him, as well as 
thousands of volunteers over the years, helped build the 
foundation of our organization.  From that solid footing we 
were able to reach new heights last year when we were 
recognized as the “A�liate of the Year” from Keep America 
Beautiful, having been an a�liate since 1977!  

Our past history informs and energizes our future. We are �nding new ways to motivate San 
Diegans to keep San Diego the same beautiful place it was in 1954.  For example, we 
launched the Clean Committee of talented individuals who share our passion to leverage their 
unique skills to further our message of environmental stewardship.  In addition, ILACSD has 
strengthened its commitment to remain at the forefront of recycling and zero waste in the 
region. In pursuit of that commitment, I was elected as a board member to the California 
Resource Recovery Association (CRRA).

Finally, we have been diligent to plan for ILACSD’s future through rigorous strategic planning. I’m 
excited to say that you will see a renewed commitment and determination to guide San 
Diegans through emerging environmental issues like water conservation and zero waste, 
new methods to communicate our message, and new ways to enhance e�ciencies through 
technology throughout ILACSD.

We thank you for your continued support and we ask you to help us spread the message of 
taking personal responsibility for the health of our communities. Thank you for loving a clean 
San Diego too!

 Debris Items 
Found:

 1 Cigarette butts 95,156 44%
 2 Food wrappers  27,204  13%
 3 Plastic pieces  25,287  12%
 4 Plastic bottle caps  15,825   7%
 5 Plastic cups, lids, 
 plates, utensils, 
 take-out containers  14,605   7%
 6 Styrofoam pieces   9,379   4%
 7 Straws/stirrers   8,638   4%
 8 Metal bottle 
 caps/can pulls   7,378   3%
 9 Glass pieces   6,641   3%
10 Plastic grocery bags   6,164   3%
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~ 28,634 volunteers mobilized

~ 701 education presentations   
 delivered across SD County

~ 31,447 youth and adults engaged 
 through education presentations

~ 12,961 requests for recycling 
 information through recycling 
 hotline and online database, 
 WasteFreeSD.org

~ 464,549 Total pounds of debris 
 removed from local beaches, 
 canyons and neighborhoods

2014 Accomplishments
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Through outreach, 
community involvement 
and example, I Love A 
Clean San Diego leads and 
educates our community 
to actively conserve and 
enhance the environment.

Our Reach 

This map was designed by ILACSD 
Clean Committee member Travis. 
Check out the interactive version on 
the ILACSD website. 

Here, 1,000 elementary 
school students and volunteers come 

together to send a clear message that we 
stand for “One Clean Ocean” at Kids’ Ocean 
Day 2014 at Crown Point Shores. In honor of 
ILACSD’s 60th Anniversary, this year’s aerial 

art featured the organizations original 
mascot, Pelican Pete.

Members of the ILACSD 
Education Team stand poised to 

deliver a total of 16 presentations at 
Rancho Bernardo High School over 
the course of a single day. In 2014, 

ILACSD educators delivered 701 
presentations to more than 

30,000 individuals.

ILACSD recently rolled out its 
Clean-Building program, allowing 
corporate or other large groups to 

conduct single-day team building at an 
exclusive ILACSD cleanup. Here, a few 

members of the Jack and Jill Foundation 
successfully removed nearly 9,500 

pounds of trash and recyclables from 
the Tijuana River Valley, one of 

San Diego County’s most polluted 
outdoor spaces. 



At Cleanups
ILACSD’s Adopt-A-Beach and Clean Canyons 
program encourages volunteers to coordinate a 
total of three cleanups at a beach or canyon of 
their choice – all based on the volunteer’s 
schedule over the course of a year! Traditionally, 
ILACSD has provided disposable gloves and 
plastic bags to collect litter, while encouraging 
volunteers to pledge to bring their own reusable 
gloves, buckets and water bottles through the 
organization’s Bring Your Own Campaign. In 
2014, ILACSD took it one step further - a new 
Zero Waste option was introduced.

In e�orts to help San Diego meet the State of 
California’s goal to divert 75% of waste from 
land�lls by 2020, ILACSD now o�ers volunteers 
the Zero Waste option to borrow reusable 
buckets for collecting litter, durable work 
gloves, and water coolers to re�ll reusable 
water bottles.  This enables volunteers to 
conduct their cleanups without generating any 
additional waste. 

With Kids
San Diegans lead the state in volume of 
trash generated per capita and at that rate 
the Miramar land�ll is scheduled to reach 
capacity by 2022. One of the easiest ways to 
reduce waste is to incorporate reusable 
products into everyday life. With this goal in 
mind, in 2014, ILACSD partnered with the 
County of San Diego to educate 100 youth 
about the importance of reducing waste, 
through a program called Choose Reuse. 
Through this program, students learn about 
the importance of waste reduction and how 
to give trash a second life. ILACSD’s environ-
mental educators inspire students to let their 
creative side go wild! With a little imagination 
and a few cardboard boxes, ILACSD’s reuse 
program encourages students to rethink the 
idea of waste.  Students realize that products 
they use have the potential to have multiple 
uses before they hit the iconic blue bin. Instead 
of buying a new toy or game, these students 
were completely captivated by their own 
reuse creations.  

Online
During 2014, ILACSD signi�cantly increasing 
recycling habits among San Diego residents 
who utilized WasteFreeSD.org and RepairSD.org, 
the organizations one-stop recycling and repair 
databases. This was achieved through a 
month-long educational social media 
campaign leading up to America Recycles 
Day (ARD) on November 15. ARD is the only 
nationally-recognized day to celebrate waste 
reduction milestones. The goal of America 
Recycles Day, an initiative led by Keep 
America Beautiful, is to inspire communities 
to recycle more and correctly all year long; 
ILACSD achieved just that.

ILACSD sta� shared simple tips and helpful 
resources on ILACSD’s social media 
platforms: Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, and 
Instagram. The goal was to educate San Diego 
County residents about how to reduce waste 
through reuse and repair, as well as how to 
properly dispose of waste that may be 
hazardous. Improper disposal of items, 
especially household hazardous waste, 
poses a serious threat to individuals and the 
environment. Thanks to our sta�’s innovative 
social media outreach campaign, San Diegans 
gained knowledge about available resources 
and put those resources to good use!

Follow us on social media! 

Inspiring Zero Waste

ILACSD’s America 
Recycles Day Campaign 
was a huge success!
We helped divert: 
~ 11,897 pounds of uncommon items 
 recycled (tires, appliances, & toilets), 
 equivalent to the weight of an adult 
 African elephant!
 
~ 2,250 gallons of household hazardous 
 waste properly disposed of at local 
 collection facilities.
 
~1,100 pounds of televisions alone were 
 recycled, the same weight as an adult 
 bull shark!

Find answers to your recycling questions 
at www.WasteFreeSD.org or for items in 
need of a little T.L.C, visit RepairSD.org! To 
speak with one of our Hotline Department 
representatives, please call 1-800-237-BLUE. 
Together we can reduce waste and sustain the 
life of our environment and land�lls. 
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At the 30th Annual Coastal 

Cleanup Day, close to 70% of 

ILACSD volunteers pledged to 

bring one or more reusable 

cleanup items, like buckets, work 

gloves, and canteens.



Celebrating
60 Years 
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Raking in
   the Honors
In the mid 1970s, 
I Love A Clean San 
Diego became an 
a�liate of national 
organization Keep 
America Beautiful. 
The a�liation was 
appealing, as KAB 
had an impressive 
Clean Communities 
framework that 
ILACSD was excited to adapt for use in 
San Diego. Since then, we’ve had a varied 
degree of involvement with Keep 
America Beautiful, and recently we’ve 
implemented some of their national 
programs locally, including America 
Recycles Day, the Cigarette Litter 
Prevention Program, and the national 
Great American Cleanup. Well, this year at 
Keep America Beautiful’s annual 
conference in Washington, D.C., ILACSD 
was honored to receive a number of 
awards from the organization, including 
A�liate of the Year! 

I Love A Clean San Diego had 
an especially busy year as we 
celebrated our 60th 
anniversary. Volunteers young 
and old joined together with 
past sta� and board members 
at numerous events over the 
course of the year. ILACSD 
held its 60th Anniversary 
Celebration at SeaWorld, 
where supporters were 
treated to animal interactions, 
unlimited roller coaster rides, 
dinner and an awards 

program. Supervisor Greg Cox, 
Chula Vista Mayor Cheryl Cox 
and San Diego Interim Mayor 
Todd Gloria were all in 
attendance. ILACSD 
recognized a past sta� 
member who exempli�ed 
someone taking the Clean SD 
message to heart. Guests were 
also treated to the debut of 
our new video, which includes 
an interview with ILACSD’s 
very �rst Executive Director, 
Joyce Co�ee.

ILACSD wrapped up the year 
with our Fall Social, hosted at 
Karl Strauss Tasting Room. 
Attendees were treated to 
complimentary beer tastings 
and tacos from Rubio’s. 
ILACSD has plans to continue 
hosting a Fall Social fundraiser 
each year, so be on the 
lookout for the 2015 date and 
location. 



Corporate 
       Clean-building

ILACSD’s Teambuilding Cleanups have become increasingly 
popular among San Diego’s diverse business community. 
More than ever before companies and their employee have 
a desire to give back and they are looking to I Love A Clean 
San Diego to do so. Some of our most recent Clean-building 
partners include:  Sony,  Beckman Coulter, Barney & Barney, 
Qualcomm, and Google. 

How does teambuilding bene�t your company? Employees 
learn valuable leadership and teamwork skills while building 
relationships and communication amongst the team. 
Employees value community involvement, volunteerism, 
and some time out of the o�ce, increasing morale and 
employee satisfaction.

Get your employees in the community to show that your 
business supports a healthy community. This is a sure �re 
way to create positive buzz around your company.

We’ll help coordinate:
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• Site selection 
• Permitting 
• Supplies 
• Transportation 

• Set-up/breakdown 
 of the event 
• Photography at 
 the event 

• Breakfast or lunch 
• Team T-Shirts 
 and more!

“Joining I Love A Clean San Diego in making
 an impact in our unique ecosystem provides an 

opportunity for great camaraderie, teambuilding, and 
engagement to thrive across any organization.”

- Eric Johnson, Sony

 

At the 2014 
Coastal Cleanup 
Day, ILACSD 
volunteers 
picked up more 
than 6,000 
plastic bags…
in just three 
hours! 

When the City of Encinitas passed an 
ordinance banning single use plastic bags 
from most stores, ILACSD was happy to 
help get the word out! Through a partner-
ship with Encinitas, ILACSD volunteers will 
hand out thousands of bags to shoppers 
at grocery stores and retailers in 2015!

Bagging Plastic Bags
ILACSD has always encouraged consumers to embrace reuse! 
Whether it’s a reusable grocery bag or a re�llable water bottle, 
reducing the amount of waste generated by things deemed 
         “single-use” is an easy way to lessen the burden
  on the local environment, and our land�lls! 
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2014 Financial Overview

2014 Statement of 
Functional Expenses
At ILACSD, it is important that the majority of the revenue go directly to 
developing stewards of our local environment. The organization strives to 
maintain a low percentage of administrative expenses, ensuring that those 
who invest in ILACSD are able to see their dollars at work in the community.

2014 Revenue by Category
ILACSD continues to further diversify its funding sources in order to 
achieve long-term sustainability. Over the last ten years, the organization 
has seen a shift from focusing almost solely on government contracts to a 
more equal balance of corporate and government funding. An increased 
emphasis has been placed on building support among individual donors 
and foundations. 

Annual Revenue  
2010-2014
ILACSD’s annual revenue has showed little 
�uctuation over the past �ve years. The 
organization has e�ectively tripled its budget 
in the last 10 years, due in part to expanded 
service contracts with government agencies 
and new corporate partnerships.

Total Assets  
2010-2014
ILACSD is committed to having strong assets 
and reserves. This year, the organization 
grew its assets by close to $100,000.

Programs:  76%

Admin:
        13%

Fund-
   raising        
       11%

Corporations:  
          44%

Government:  
         47%

Individuals:      4%

Foundations:      5%
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Clean Committee
In 2014, ILACSD created a bridge between our cleanup volunteers 
and our Board of Directors, called the Clean Committee. The purpose 
of the committee is to engage volunteers who have a certain skill 
set to advise and assist ILACSD sta�. Over the last year, members 
have shared their expertise in fundraising, public speaking, and more. 
Now, in its second year, it is evident that the Clean Committee 
bene�ts not only ILACSD, but the committee members as well.

One area of expertise that was missing from ILACSD was GIS 
(Geographic Information System) skills, until Travis White, a Senior 
Analyst at DTZ, expressed interest in joining the Clean Committee. 
After being introduced by a colleague and ILACSD Board 
Member, Travis knew that the Clean Committee would be the 
perfect �t. During Travis’s standard work day, he uses his GIS skills for 
small-scale mapping assignments, but he wanted to take on a 
larger-scale and more personally ful�lling project; he wanted to help 
I Love A Clean San Diego tell a better story about the reach and 
impact of its pollution prevention programs through mapping. 
Check out the map he created on page 4 and 5.

Anyone interested in keeping San Diego clean and litter-free is 
welcome to apply!

Merchandise
You can now purchase I Love A Clean San Diego 
products at our Liberty Station o�ce AND online! 
T-shirts, stainless steel straws, hats and 
sweatshirts are all available with a click of a 
button! Pick up your order at our Liberty Station 
o�ce or we’ll ship it to you (for an additional 
cost). Use, wear, or gift ILACSD gear with pride 
knowing that proceeds go directly to ILACSD's 
pollution prevention programs that protect San 
Diego's resources and natural areas! Simply visit 
our website at www.cleansd.org. 13

“I can’t always make it to cleanups and fundraisers, 
but this project has allowed me to support ILACSD’s 

mission and do something positive for the 
environment on my own schedule.”

- Travis White, ILACSD Clean Committee member



 

Support us today!

donating is easy!

your support can reach
even further...

Captain’s Club Supporters 

Bill & Judy Haines
Elsie Marie Larson
Vince & Ellen Reardon

$1,000+

Government

$100+
Rebecca Aguilera-Gardiner
Murray and Laura Belman
Erin Bevins
Eleuterio Buquiran
Will and Amy Bur�tt
Clint Carney
Kevin and Kim Carr
Scott Chalmers
Margot Chambers
Vickie Church
Cheryl Coccaco
Girl Scout Troop #3042 
Susan Graham
Vickie Hacker
Jed & Rose Hall
Edward Hall
Daniel Hartnell
Christ Ingram
Eric Johnson
Brad Johnson and Lynn McGrath
Galen Justice
Diana Justice
Steve & Steve Kimball
Lindo Park Elementary School PTA 
Alberto and Barbara Lopez

Pamela Maher
Janet McKeown
Chamomile Meadow
Paci�c Ridge School 
Michael and Dawne Page
Julie Quinsey
Michael Ray
Louise Roberts
Bill and Sheri Roberts
Bob and Jan Rogers
Dennis Root
Maria Russo
Kim Schanz
Dan & Shari Sehlhorst
Carmela Simoncini
Susanne Simpson
Raul Smith
Barry Snyder
Matt Spydell and Stacy Fode
Dorothy Stock
Daniel Vahidi
Tim and Nancy Waters
Carey Winston
Hadas Zies

$500+
Bob & Sue Fode
Jonathan & Joelle Freeman
Alan & Karen Henry
Chuck Hodge
Scott & MaryKris Norris
Mark Laska & Yael Ridberg
Valdemar F. Larson Memorial Fund

Kevin & Leann McCarthy
$5,000+ By donating to ILACSD, you are investing in making 

your community cleaner and healthier now and for 
future generations. We appreciate your commit-
ment to protecting the San Diego way of life 
that we all know and love. 

Donate securely online at www.CleanSD.org or mail 
your gift in the enclosed envelope. 
 • $50: Provides supplies to stencil 50 storm drains   
  with pollution prevention messages 
 • $100: Funds the materials to conduct a
  community cleanup 
 • $250: Educates 100 students on the importance 
  of environmental protection

Matching Gifts 
Did you know that many employers will match your 
donation to ILACSD? Your gift will make an even 
bigger impact! 

Corporate Sponsorships & Volunteer Teams
Getting employees involved in their community and 
showing that your business supports a healthy 
community is great way to create positive buzz 
around your company. For more information please 
contact Morgan Justice-Black at 619.704.2772.
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City of Oceanside
City of Vista
City of Carlsbad
City of San Marcos
City of Escondido
City of Poway
City of Solana Beach
City of Del Mar
City of San Diego
City of La Mesa
City of Lemon Grove
City of El Cajon
City of Santee
City of Coronado
City of National City
City of Chula Vista
City of Imperial Beach
County of San Diego
22nd District Agricultural Association
California Coastal Commission
Port of San Diego
San Diego Regional 
     Airport Authority
CalRecycle
San Diego County Board 
     of Supervisors
San Diego City Council 
San Diego County 
     Water Authority

Foundations
Adrian & Betsy Gonzalez Foundation
Carlsbad Charitable Foundation
Chula Vista Charitable Foundation
Ellen Browning Scripps Foundation
Heller Foundation of San Diego

Hervey Family Foundation
Jack and Jill Foundation
Little Saigon Foundation
MJ Brackin SEA Fund
The San Diego Foundation

 

Corporations
AECOM
Alaska Airlines
Alaskan Brewery
Anheuser Busch
BAE Systems
Bank of America
Barney & Barney
Beckman Coulter
Booz Allen Hamilton
Brown & Caldwell
Brown Law Group
California Bank & Trust
Cau�eld & James, LLP
City Chevrolet
Cox California
Craft & Commerce
Crystal Geyser
DMAX Engineering
Dog Beach Dog Wash
DTZ (formerly Cassidy Turley)
Dudek
ecoATM
El Dorado Lounge
Equipment Leasing & Finance Assoc.
Fortune Builders
Gafcon
General Dynamics, NASSCO
Gomez Trial Lawyers
Great Ecology
Harrah's Resort Southern California
Helix Environmental
Karl Strauss Brewery
KFMB Channel 8
Kilroy Realty
Kohls
Lincoln Military Housing
Lowe's
Macy's
OB People's Market
Paci�c Beach Shore Club
Panasonic
Pernod Ricard 
Petco
Procopio
Qualcomm Foundation
Ralphs
RBF Consulting
RECON Environmental
REI
Republic Services
Rubio's
San Diego 6, The CW
San Diego Gas & Electric
SeaWorld
Sony Electronics
Starbucks
Sycuan Resort
The Comcast Foundation
The Control Group
Thorn Street Brewing Co
Torrey Pines Bank
Typhoon Saloon
Upwind Solutions
VAVI
Verant Group
Walmart
Wells Fargo Bank
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Photo by Chris Brake Photography



Board of 
Directors

Eric Johnson
President

Shari Sehlhorst
Vice President

Brad Johnson
Treasurer

Vince Reardon
Secretary

William Bur�tt
 UCSD Jacobs School of 
 Engineering

Clint Carney
 telmedx

Je� Cau�eld
 Cau�eld & James, LLP

Jonathan Freeman
 DTZ

Bill Haines
 Community Volunteer

Dr. Mark Laska
 Great Ecology

Chamomile Meadow
 City of Encinitas

Michael Page
 RECON Environmental 

Kim Primerano
 Gemini Energy Services

 

Staff
Pauline Martinson
 Executive Director

Ann Hirsh
 Director of Finance

Natalie Roberts
 Senior Director of Operations

Morgan Justice Black
 Director of Development & Marketing

Samantha Russo
 Director of Contracts

Erika Bjorkquist
 Education Manager

Emily Melear
 Environmental Educator

Lexi Ambrogi
 Community Program Manager

Sarah Lott
 Development & Marketing Coordinator

Brittany Fischer
 Administrative Assistant

Amanda Gri�s
 Hotline Manager

Moriah Saldana
Community Program Coordinator

Anais Rodriguez 
 Hotline Assistant

Contact
619.291.0103
1.800.237.BLUE

2508 Historic Decatur Rd.
Ste. 150
San Diego, CA  92106
 
www.CleanSD.org
www.WasteFreeSD.org
www.RepairSD.org

Facebook.com
 /ILoveACleanSD 
Twitter.com
 /ILoveACleanSD
Instagram.com
 /ILoveACleanSD

Sta�’s 
Favorite 

Moments 
of 2014:

“Seeing the 
results of our 30th 

Annual Coastal 
Cleanup Day” 

– Ann

“Witnessing the 
passion that even 

our youngest 
participants 
have for the 

environment!” 
– Sarah

 

“Watching ILACSD’s 
�rst Executive 

Director tear up as 
she discussed how 

proud she was of 
what the 

organization has 
gone on to 

accomplish” 
– Pauline

“Going up on stage 
to accept the Keep 
America Beautiful 

A�liate of the Year 
Award in 

Washington D.C.” 
– Morgan


